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FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES  

BY SOFIA ARNOLD 

 
Have you heard about FCA? If you haven’t, you should come! Every-
one is welcome and it’s free!!  It is held on Fridays from 7:30-8:30 
am. It’s a great opportunity for anyone who loves sports or doesn’t 
have any churches to go to. It’s also a place for Christians to be able 
to fellowship with one another. There you can play in the gym, listen 
to music, and hang out. After that, you will do a Bible study. People 

come in from all different churches and visit or give their testimony. It’s very inspirational and 
amazing to hear. You can give yours as well! It’s a chance for people to learn the gospel who have 
never heard of it before and accept Jesus! That, I tell you, is the greatest experience you’ll ever 
have. You are welcome to come and ask questions to the teachers, coach Mauk and Speigal, if you 
don’t understand something. They are there to help! You will be surprised of how many people 
you know are actually there! It’s a chance to get to know others you don’t know very well. Coach 
Speigal and Coach Mauk would love to see you there! There are never too many! They need more 
people. Their numbers are shrinking! Invite your friends! It’s time to start getting to know God and 
His word. And, it’s just a great place to make good friends! 
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The Salvation Army exists to meet human need wherever, whenever, and 
however we can. 

This year Ms. St. John and The OMS 
Student Government are having the 
school participate in the Salvation Army 
canned food drive. The goal of the 
canned food drive is to stock food banks 
that give out food to homeless people 
and the less fortunate. It will also make 
sure that these people have food to eat 
on Thanksgiving and Christmas. The 
school who raises the most money gets a 
prize, but Ms. St. John just wants to raise 
as much food as possible so nobody is 
hungry this holiday season.  
 
According to their website, The Salvation 
Army exists to meet human need wher-
ever, whenever, and however we can. 
Whether they are serving veterans, the 

homeless, those experiencing a natural disaster, or just those in need, they 
devote themselves to helping others. 
 
Also, the canned food drive helps communities bond together by helping others 
in need and allowing the less-fortunate families know that they are not forgot-
ten. This helpful event lasted from October 1st to October 31st, and this year 

OMS collected filled 65 boxes with 2,347 items for the Salvation Army 
Canned Food Drive!  

SCHOLAR BOWL 

BY DAVID GARFIELD 

OMS CANNED FOOD DRIVE SPONSORED BY THE 
STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

 

CATE DEROSA AND OLIVIA WATERS 

The OMS Scholar Bowl team had 
their very first match of the school 
year.  The entire team has been 
practicing every Friday before school. 
Last year, the team just barely lost 
out in the county finals in the very 
last round of play, and before that 
last game, they had an undefeated 
year.  This match, however, the team 
beat the schools they were compet-
ing against by a huge margin, an-
swering almost every question, and 
were in first place the entire match. 
For those who do not know what 
Scholar Bowl is, it is a Jeopardy-
Style team academic competition, 
where participants are grouped into 

teams of five and are asked 20 ques-
tions per each of three rounds. 

Thankfulness 

By Grace Thomforde  

The definition of thankful is to express 
gratitude. Thanksgiving is the time 
when people show that the most. It’s 

also the time of the year where family 
and friends come together to celebrate 
and enjoy each other’s company. Each 
year in November, people come togeth-
er with family and friends and share 
what they are thankful for. Some people 
may be thankful for their family, good 
memories, or maybe they are just 
happy to be in a place in their life where 
they are able to see the people that 
they love and care about the most and 
celebrate together. Someone out there 

might be asking why should we be 
thankful for things that are not made of 
money or materials. The answer to that 
is because these things are what really 
matter in life. Being thankful is im-
portant because it shows the people 
you surround yourself with that you 
really care about them, and when you 
approach life with gratitude and thank-
fulness it might come back towards you 
in unrecognized ways.  
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CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONS 

BY DANIELLA GUTIERREZ-MINOTTI 

It’s the end of the 2018 Cross 

Country Season, and our Bulldog 

Runners are celebrating their 

success at the end-of-season XC 

Championships that took place 

October 13, 2018. This race (a 

2k) was a ticket to the State 

Meet in Lakeland, FL, and a 

chance to medal along with Colli-

er County’s top 15 XC runners. 

This was the culminating act of 2 

months’ worth of dedication, 

perseverance, and raw commit-

ment; this last race was truly their time to shine. 

The first portion of the results were team rank-

ings. Oakridge placed 4th among all participat-

ing Collier Schools for both boy’s and girl’s 

rankings. All our male athletes qualified for 

States as a team, and two girls from OMS also 

qualified due to their exceptional performance: 

Sadie Scardino (12:49:52) and Nicole Higgins 

(13:07:63).  

The boys on our varsity team are Quinn 

Brooks, Jackson McAdams, Joe Lewis, Kyle 

Smith, Matthew Benavides, Aarnav Sheth, and 

Will Kramer. Their scores include: 11:29:71, 11:42:55, 12:19:32, 12:37:97, 12:44:43, 

12:54:42, and 13:09:48. 

The girls that make up OMS’s var-

sity team are Sadie Scardino, Ni-

cole Higgins, Isabella Kelley, Maya 

Doonan, Daniella Gutierrez-Minotti, 

Sheila Forbes, and Sia Dihenia. 

Their times include:  12:49:52, 

13:07:63, 13:18:58, 13:40:93, 

13:50:07, 13:51:52, and 14:31:54.  

“Being a part of the Cross Country 
family has been a rewarding expe-
rience for the past few months,” 
says Sia Dihenia. “It’s brought us 
together in irreversible ways.” 

Trumpet 

An English/

Shakespearean sonnet, 

By: Aramis Rivera 

 

Oh how I sound my trumpet 

through the fields 

I go from concert to concert play-

ing 

I play so beautiful I break sounds 

shields  

That I vary from note to note 

changing 

 

Oh me in jazz band with all my 

bandmates 

Playing in between the bands at 

concerts 

Oh how we play all the B flat blues 

greats 

And we play the greats with great 

confidence 

 

Also how I play in advanced band 

with others 

That I play the piece called omega 

one 

In advanced band we play all the 

marches 

In advanced band we also have 

much fun 

 

In jazz band we play this music I 

love it 

I love band I am never going to 

stop it.  

“Being a part of the Cross Country family has been a re-
warding experience for the past few months,” says Sia Dihe-
nia. “It’s brought us together in irreversible ways.” 
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GEMS                                                                                                                                                                              
by Isabelle Orta     

Photography from FGCU.edu  

There are so many clubs and extracur-

ricular activities in school, yet there 

are also plenty of enriching programs 

that we don’t know about.  For exam-

ple, The G.E.M.S program [GEMS 

stands for Girls in Engineering Math 

and Science] is an experience that 

provides a hands-on program for 

regional middle school girls. Students 

and teachers at Florida Gulf Coast 

University [FGCU] whom vary from 

undergraduates to seniors direct the 

activities taking place. The program 

occurs about once or twice per season 

from 8:30AM to 12:30 PM, and 

though the dates may vary, registra-

tion is completely free online. Accord-

ing to FGCU.edu, “GEMS provides a 

launching pad to develop an early 

interest in engineering, math, and 

science as an impetus to higher edu-

cation and highly-skilled careers.”  

What happens is there are a series of 
activities that are based on STEAM 
that take place; after the 1st activity, 
FGCU provides all the girls with a 
bottle of water and a variety of snacks 
from which to choose. Once snack is 
over, the girls proceed to the next 
classroom where the following activity 
is taking place. If I might add, person-
ally, GEMS was a wonderful experi-
ence for both me and the group of 
friends I went with, and we all agree 
we would go back. With everything 
said, GEMS can be an amazing learn-
ing experience and it might just be 
worth a shot lady Bulldogs. 

DANCE CLUB ESSAY 

BY KAREN FERNANDEZ-RUA 

The girls’ volleyball 

team is an after-

school activity meet-

ing on Mondays and 

Wednesdays from 4 

p.m. to 5:15 p.m. with 

Mrs. Levine and Ms. 

Gulliver as coaches. 

Previous experience 

for this team is neces-

sary because of the 

large number of peo-

ple trying out. 109 

people tried out and 

demonstrated their dedication to the sport, and experience/ability to make it to 

varsity or junior varsity.  

There are two teams: varsity and junior varsity, and the girls need to make it to 

one of the teams. The team’s training includes drills, serving, conditioning, and 

practice games. The girls are showing hard work and dedication. The selected 

players have much talent and had a great season.  They fought hard but lost in 

the semifinals to North Naples. Coach Levine and Coach Gulliver are proud of 

When school begins, so does the fun. 
As Oakridge Middle School is an ever-
expanding school, so too are the clubs 
to have kids to interact with each other 
and to learn educational things. As one 
of Oakridge Middle School’s many 
clubs, Dance Club is a new addition to 
lunch time. Students are to report to 
the gym after fourth period, eat their 
lunch, and then get to all the fun. 
Dance Club is available to students of 
all grades, and is a place to teach 
students the world of ballroom dancing. 
As I interviewed Ms. Johnson, she 
stated that this is Oakridge’s first year 
doing Dance Club. In this club you will 
be learning the world of ballroom, 
country western, Merengue (Latin 
dance), Waltz, Rumba, line dance, 
Salsa and more. 

During this club, you will do some 
dances with partners and some alone. 
Along with everything else comes prac-
tice and training. Ms. Johnson hopes 
that when students take dance club, it 
will help them in the future when they 
might need to dance. Currently, Ms. 
Johnson is teaching a country slow 
dance. And of course as the interview-
er, I wanted to live the experience to 
write this article. I can conclude that 
dance club is very fun, but you have to 
be willing to practice and to work as a 

team, just like in “Dancing with the 
Stars.” Oakridge’s new clubs are such 
a blast. It is never too late to join. And 
Ms. Johnson says she wants more 
gentlemen to join. So if you’re thinking 
about it… JUST JOIN! 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL! 

BY ELIZABETH MEHLER &  CAMILLE CRANFORD 
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Each book will leave you longing to read the next 
one.  

Warriors is a book series by Erin Hunter. They are very good reads! If you like action, 

mystery, and animals, these are the books for you! Well, what is it about? The central 

idea is that there’s a house cat named Rusty who ends up joining the cats who live in the 

forest. Everyone makes fun of him and thinks that just because he wasn’t born in the 

forest he can’t hunt as well or fight as good as them. He has to prove himself. It is really 

hard to survive there, especially with all the battles between clans, evil cats within his 

own clan, and a bunch of new challenges he’s never faced before. You will really end up 

liking it! If you are interested, they are at the library at school. Erin hunter has made many 

books and series of them with a lot of good characters you will fall in love with! Each book 

will leave you longing to read the next one. It never gets old! So go try them today! It’s 

never to late and there’s a ton of warriors books to read! 

A few weeks ago, we celebrated Red Ribbon 
Week, a week devoted to pledging to “Say No” 
to drugs! The first day we did wore red. Wearing 
red is the tradition of red ribbon week. We go 
against drugs and show that we are drug free 
when we wear red. On Tuesday, we got to dress 
up with someone, so that we were twins. Twin-
ning up with someone is showing that we stick 
together against drugs. The next thing we did 
was wear super hero shirts. We wore super hero 
shirts to show that super heroes don’t do drugs, 
and that we should be like them… drug free. 
Thursday, we were tacky tourists. We did this to 
show that we “lei” off drugs. On Friday, we all 
wore school spirit to show that we pledge to be 
drug free. We all did these different things to 

prevent the use of drugs now and in our future. 

On Monday, we wore red. The 6th grade got 50 
points for 63% grade level participation. The 6th 
grade won that competition. They had the most 
students wearing red, while in their school uni-
form. The 7th and 8th grade tried their hardest, 
but they just didn’t have enough people wear 
red. The 6th grade might have won the first day, 
but the 7th and 8th grades had a chance to step 
up their game and win the next day.  

On Tuesday, we were allowed to twin with 
someone. The winners were 8th grade. They 

won 50 points for 62% grade level participation. 
They had the most students standing together 
against drugs. They were also in dress code. 8th 
grade was the one who stepped up their game 
and won the 2nd competition.  

On Wednesday, we all were dressed up in super 
hero shirts. The 8th grade won this competition. 
The won 50 points for a 42% grade level partici-
pation. This means that none of the grades had 
50% participation, but 8th grade had the most. 
The 8th grade showed that they are super 
against drugs just like super heroes.  

On Thursday, we all were dressed up like a 
tacky tourist. The 8th grade also won for that 
day. They got 50 points for 53% grade level 
participation. They were the tackiest grade of 
them all! They all had really good outfits on that 
were really tacky. 

On Friday, we all got to wear school spirit. We 
even got to wear our gym shorts. The winner of 
spirit day was 7th grade. 7th grade got the 
points because they had the most participation. 
They had the most spirit and they are a good 
representation of our school. 

The last thing we did was decorate our home-
room door. For 6th grade, A. Howell, M. Kamen, 

and A. Diemert won the doughnuts of victory. 
For 7th grade, A. Forrest, A. Polanco, and T. 
Roan had the winning doughnuts. Lastly for 8th 
grade, S. Crowley, C. St.John, and A. Williams 
had the successful doughnuts. The total points 
were 8th grade with 175 points, 7th grade with 
225 points and, 6th grade with 50 points. Last 
week we had lots of fun! 

WARRIORS:  A BOOK YOU SHOULD READ!  

BY SOFIA ARNOLD 

RED RIBBON WEEK 
BY KATIE COLLEDGE 
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NEWSLETTER STAFF  

Sofia Arnold 

Camille Cranford 

Catie Colledge 

Cate DeRosa 

Carli Dewrell 

Karen Fernandez-Rua 

David Garfield 

Scott Jarman 

Daniella Gutierrez-Minotti 

Chloe Klumpp 

Juan Martinez 

Elizabeth Mehler 

Mel Miles 

Isabelle Orta 

Nina Scarboro 

Lindsay Solakian 

Grace Thomforde 

Dylan Weinrich 

* If you are not on this staff, 

you may apply for Quarter 2. 

OMS MUSIC FILLED THE AIR 

BY KAREN FERNANDEZ-RUA 

 

It’s now 
the sea-
son to be 
singing. 
All stu-
dents in 
middle 
school 
and high 
school in 
honors 
chorus from any of Collier County 
schools were grouped together and 
sang their heart outs. Our school’s 
magnificent orchestra and chorus 
teacher Mrs. Pflieger taught this 
wonderful group of students along 
with the conductors from the con-
cert. The Honors Chorus Concert 
was held at Golden Gate High 
School on Friday, November 16. 
The middle schoolers and high 
school students sang a variety of 

songs with 
bits and 
pieces of 
different 
languages. 
A breathtak-
ing perfor-
mance for 
all to see! 
As the con-
ductor kept 

mentioning, she was astonished on 
how much these students could 
learn so quickly. But this short peri-
od created a bonding experience. 
These students became friends 
with others, and knew other people 
from other schools. I recommend if 
there is an upcoming chorus con-
cert, you should go. A great family 
experience for all to share. 
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December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 

 

10 

Winter 

Book Fair 

11 

Winter 

Book Fair 

12 

Winter 

Book Fair 

13 

Winter 

Book Fair 

14 

Winter 

Book Fair 

15 

16 17 

Midterms 

Begin 

18 

Midterms 

19 

Midterms 

20 

Midterms 

21 

Field Day 

22 

23 24 25 26 

No School

- 

27 

No School

- 

28 

No School

- 

29 

30 31 

Winter 

Break 

1 

Winter 

Break 

2 

Teachers  

3 

Students  

4  


